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Aa The 1874 Sholes & Glidden typewriters
established the “QWERTY” layout for 
the letter keys. During the period in 
which Sholes and his colleagues were 
experimenting with this invention, 
other keyboard arrangements were

apparently tried, but these are poorly
documented. The near-alphabetical 
sequence on the “home row” of the 
QWERTY layout (a-s-d-f-g-h-j-k-l) 
demonstrates that a straightforward 
alphabetical arrangement was the 
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on the “home row” of the QWERTY layout (a-s-d-f-g-
h-j-k-l) demonstrates that a straightforward alpha-
betical arrangement was the original starting point. 
The QWERTY layout of keys has become the de facto 
standard for English-language typewriter and 
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